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International Translation Day: “Pei Jun Tong Zhi” Book Launch And Discussion
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On the occasion of International Translation Day, join us for the book launch and

discussion of the book (FEELT)A) (Pei Jun Tong Zhi). The book is a Chinese translation of

the Malay novel Duka Tuan Bertakhta by veteran tfranslators Chan Maw Woh and Wing

Chong.

The celebrated writer and translator Madam Chan, who specialises in Malay culture and
language, will share about her experiences of translation. It will be followed by a panel
discussion on the process of translating the book, featuring the two translators, Chinese

writer Lin Gao and Isa Kamairri, writer of the Malay novel.

(EELHA) (Pei Jun Tong Zhi) tells the history of Singapore from early to late 1800s. When

Stamford Raffles landed and took over the control of Singapore, the famous Muslim saint
Habib Nuh also came to Singapore from Penang. The story follows the tense and
colourful relationship between the two significant figures in Singapore’s hsitory. The book
also traced the social, economic and political developments of the Malays through
historical characters including Sultan Hussein, Temenggung Abdul Rahman, Wak Cantuk,

Munshi Abdullah, William Farquhar and John Crawfurd.

Organised by: Singapore Book Council and Singapore Literature Society

Venue Partner: The Arts House

The session will be in Mandarin with some English.

Event details
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Date: 30 Sep 2018, Sunday

Time: 2pm - 3.30pm (followed by tea reception)

Venvue: Blue Room, The Arts House

1 Old Parliament Lane

Singapore 179429

Free admission. Please register here.

For media related enquiries, please contact:
Elizabeth Chew | elizabeth@bookcouncil.sg | +65 6342 5121 |

Marketing Director
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ANNEX |: About The Authors
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Chan Maw Woh

Chan Maw Woh has co-authored 17 Malay-Chinese, Malay-Chinese-English and
Chinese-Malay, Chinese -Malay-Inggeris dictionaries and published 17 Chinese books
written or franslated from Malay. She is a celebrated scholar of Chinese descent,
specialising in Malay culture and language. She has worked with Sin Chew Jit Poh and
Lianhe Zaobao for 35 years, during which she also translated Malaysian and Indonesian
newspaper editorials to Chinese and written numerous essays on Malay cultures and
societies in Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. She is the vice-president of the Singapore
Literature Society as well as the lifetime member of the Singapore Writers Association,
and Tropical Literature and Art Club. Chan is a recipient of the Angkatan Sasterawan '50
(ASAS '50, with whom she has gained lifetime membership) Malay Literary Prize and the

Malay Language Council of Singapore's Friends of Literature Prize.
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Wing Chong (Moderator)

Born in Johor, Malaysia in 1958, Wing Chong resettled to Singapore in the 1980s. A
Master's degree holder in Business Management, he holds a fulltime position as a Senior
Manager in a European semi-conductor manufacturing company. As active member of
the Nature Society Singapore, he participates in local conservation works and is a
volunteer guide for Bird Watching activities in Singapore. In recent years, he ventured
into literature as a writer focusing on nature and environment. He has also begun
translating Malay texts info Chinese, some of which have been published in Lianhe
Zaobao. He has co-franslated with Chan Maw Woh the Malay novel Duka Tuan

Bertakhta by Isa Kamari into Chinese.
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Isa Kamari

Isa Kamari is a prominent figure in Singapore Malay literary scene. He has gained critical
acclaim for many of his works, which range from novels and short stories to poetry and
essays. He has also crafted scripts for television and theatre, and lyrics for two song
albums. He was conferred the Southeast Asia Write Award in 2006, the Cultural Medallion
in 2007 and the Anugerah Tun Seri Lanang in 2009. Isa has written nine Malay novels in
Malay: Satu Bumi, Menara, Kiswah, Tawassul, Atas Nama Cinta, Memeluk Gerhana,
Rawa, Duka Tuan Bertakhta, Selendang Sukma. His novels have been translated into
English, Chinese, Hindi, Urdu, and Turkish. In 2017, he published his first novel in English

Tweet.
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Lin Gao

Lim Hung Chang (Lin Gao) obtained his Bachelor's Degree from National Taiwan
University and his Master’s from Huazhong Normal University. From 1992 to 1998, he served
on the Executive committee of the Singapore Association of Writers; and from 1998 to

2000, he was its vice-president. Lim currently has a total of 17 publications, including
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Journeying into the Mountains; The Caged Head; Lin Gao : A Selection of Works; Micro-

fiction by Lin Gao; and Poetic Encounters by Lin Gao. He won the Singapore Literature

Prize (Chinese Fiction) in 2014. He was also awarded the Cultural Medallion in 2015.
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Singapore Literature Society

The vision of the Singapore Literature Society is to infroduce, promote and support the
development of Singapore Chinese Literature in Singapore, ASEAN and internationally
through age and culturally appropriate events, research and publications that motivate
and inspire creativity in Chinese Literature. The Singapore Literature Society is a non-profit
society that was established since 1980. The Society is also active and contfinuously
initiating new and creative publication and literary activities to promote and raise the
standard of literary writing in Singapore. The Society inspires new audience and unites all
local writers through encouraging and inviting participation from both young and elderly

writers so that Chinese Literature development in Singapore is strengthened.
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